
LEADING & LIFTING THE VALLEY

Valley United Way 
Annual Meeting

Welcome!

2023

Presented by 



CONGRATULATIONS 

TO THE 
CHARLES H. FLYNN 

HUMANITARIAN AWARD RECIPIENTS 

JIM GILDEA
&

JAMIE COHEN
A GREAT FRIEND, PARTNER & MENTOR

BECAUSE OF BOTH

THE VALLEY IS A BETTER PLACE 

FOR ALL OF US!

C O H E N   &  T H O M A S

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW
315 Main Street, Derby

203-735-9521
www.cohen-thomas.com

SERVING THE VALLEY  SINCE 1936
Dominick J. Thomas, Jr.

Ian A. Cole     Christine L. Curtiss
Gayle C. Carr  Gregory M. Thomas

James E. Cohen
(Retired)

David B. Cohen 
(Founder of the Firm)

(1936-1991)
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Seila Mosquera-Bruno was appointed the 
Commissioner of Housing by Governor 
Ned Lamont in 2019 and re-appointed 
for his second term in 2023. As Commis-
sioner, Seila directs the lead state agency 
for housing matters for the State of Con-
necticut. The Department of Housing 
is responsible for all aspects of housing 
policy including the development, rede-
velopment and preservation of housing 
and neighborhoods.  

Prior to her appointment, Seila was the 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
of the Mutual Housing Association of 
South-Central Connecticut, Inc., dba 
NeighborWorks® New Horizons. NWNH 
is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 
dedicated to providing affordable hous-
ing opportunities to help build strong 
communities and revitalize neighbor-
hoods. 

Seila holds a master’s degree in Urban 
Studies from Southern Connecticut State 
University, a B.A. in Business Adminis-
tration from Charter Oak College, and 
completed the Achieving Excellency in 
Community Development an 18-month 
fellowship program at Harvard Univer-
sity’s John F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment. 

Included in her many board associations, 
she served on the Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Boston Advisory Council, the 
Santander Bank Community Advisory 
Board, the Board of The Connecticut Le-
gal Rights Project, and the Board of the 
National NeighborWorks Association. 

Seila has been a speaker at local and 
national venues on housing related issues 
including as a guest lecturer at NYU. She 
conducted conferences in capacity-build-
ing and provided technical assistance to 
non-profits in Guayaquil, Ecuador. In 
2018 she spearheaded a partnership with 
NWNH and NHS Puerto Rico to assist 
in their recovery efforts after Hurricane 
Maria.

Seila Mosquera-Bruno, Commissioner
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Jamie is a Derby native and graduate of Derby High School 
who went on to the University of Pennsylvania for his under-
graduate degree and the University of Connecticut School 
of Law before commencing a distinguished legal career at 
the Cohen & Thomas Law Firm in Derby from 1971 to 2008. 
His father David B. Cohen was the founder of the firm and a 
model for Jamie’s community spirit.
 
 

In 2008, Jamie made a major career change when he was named President and 
CEO of the fledgling Valley Community Foundation and guided it through a 
period of impressive growth until his retirement earlier this year. Under Jamie’s 
guidance, the Valley Community Foundation greatly expanded its leadership role 
in Valley philanthropy and cemented a new relationship with the Community 
Foundation for Greater New Haven.

Jamie has always been an active member of the community and served two terms 
as Corporation Counsel for the City of Derby. He also found time for involve-
ment with the Derby Public Library where he served as a Director and Vice 
President, the Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce, the Housatonic Council 
Boy Scouts of America, the Derby Historical Society, the New Haven Symphony 
Orchestra and the Oxford Board of Ethics where he was a member and chair. He 
was also a director of both the Valley Community Foundation and the  
Community Foundation for Greater New Haven.

Jamie has received numerous community awards for his good works including 
the Martin Luther King Brotherhood Award, the Good Scout Award and the  
derby Historical Society’s John Ireland Howe Award. He was also awarded the 
prestigious Gold Seal Award by the Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce  
in 2006.

Now residing in New Haven with his wife Fran DeToro, Jamie is the father of 
Matthew D. Cohen (wife - Sheri Cohen) and the late Daniel M. Cohen.

Jamie Cohen
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Jim Gildea is a lifelong Derby resident who is a graduate of 
Irving School, Derby Middle School, and Emmett O’Brien 
High School. Jim works at Bigelow Tea where he has been 
employed at since 1996. During his tenure Jim has served in 
roles ranging from Facility Supervisor, Maintenance Manager 
to Plant Manager. He has since worked his way to his current 
role as Director of Manufacturing where he oversees the tea 
blending and manufacturing operations in the Fairfield Plant.  
 
 

Jim and his wife Tracy raised 7 children together before she passed away unex-
pectedly in April 2022. Christina, Samantha, Melissa, Jessica and Matthew are 
all out of school while Emily is a sophomore at Southern CT State University 
and Joshua is a junior at Derby High School. Jim is a parishioner at Holy Rosary 
Church in Ansonia where he and Tracy were married and where all his children 
received their sacraments. Jim also taught catechism at Holy Rosary for 12 years.  

Previously, Jim has been awarded the CBIA Outstanding Contributor to a Family 
Business Award, the Jayne Kuchma Leadership for Greater Bridgeport Alumni 
Award, the Bridgeport Rescue Mission Compassion in Action Award, a Bank of 
America Local Community Hero nominee, the Distinguished Friend of Educa-
tion Award and most recently, Saint Mary Saint Michael’s Christian Compassion 
Award.  

Throughout the years Jim has been dedicated to the improvement of the com-
munity on a local and state level and has received noteworthy recognition for his 
efforts. In 2012, Jim was appointed by Governor Dannel Malloy and subsequent-
ly reappointed by Governor Ned Lamont to serve on the Connecticut Commuter 
Rail Council where he has served as Chairman since 2016. Jim is also a member 
of the Bridgeport Regional Business Council Board of Directors and is the past 
Chair of the Leadership for Greater Bridgeport Board of Directors. He once again 
received additional recognition from Governor Ned Lamont to serve on the 
Board of the Connecticut Technical Education and Career System. In the past he 
had been appointed to the position of Co Chairman of the Ansonia Derby  
Temporary Regional Study Committee and previously served on the Derby  
Zoning Commission, School Building Committee, and the Derby Water Pollu-
tion Control Authority. Most recently, Jim is on the Board of Directors for  
ManufactureCT where he serves as Secretary of the Board as well as Chair of 
their Government Affairs Committee. In addition, Jim is the Chairman of the 
Derby Board of Education (a position he has held for 18 years of the 26 years that 
he has been on the Board) as well as Vice President of the Derby  
Historical Society.

Jim Gildea
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EXECUTIVE
Chair: Karen Stockla
Vice-Chair: Vacant
Secretary: Dominick Thomas, Esq.
Treasurer: Greg DeStefano, CPA
At Large Member: Patrick Charmel
At Large Member: Joy DeMarchis
At Large Member: Bill Purcell

GOVERNANCE
Co-Chair: Michael Gnibus
Co-Chair: Jill Johnson
Member: Bill Purcell
Member: Greg DeStefano
Member: Karen Stockla
Member: Dominick Thomas

ALLOCATIONS
Chair: Greg DeStefano
Member: Janice Sheehy
Member: Joy DeMarchis

ANNUAL MEETING COMMITTEE
Chair: Karen Stockla
Member: Joy DeMarchis
Staff Support: Mike Pacowta
Staff Support: Carlene Williams
Staff Support: Kayleigh Mihalko

FINANCE
Chair: Greg DeStefano
Member: Cheryl Amicone
Member: Janice Sheehy
Member: Andrea Davis

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
Chair: Karen Stockla
Member: Joy DeMarchis
Member: Bill Purcell

CORPORATE VOLUNTEER COUNCIL
(CVC)
Chair: Anne Keane
Member: Cheryl Amicone
Member: Jill Johnson

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, & INCLUSION
TASK FORCE
Chair: Joy DeMarchis
Member: Frederick Elmy
Member: Jill Johnson

THANK YOU!
To the Board Members
of Valley United Way.
We could not do this
work without you. 

www.ValleyUnitedWay.org

11



Minuteman Press



Minuteman Press



Congratulations Jamie 
on receiving this humanitarian award. 

 
It is well deserved, 

and we are proud of you.

Love,

Bob & Mary Ann Norris

 

Salute to the  
honoreeS

From the John & 
Carrie  

Santangelo  
Foundation
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Celebrating your tireless 
COMMITMENT  
TO OTHERS. 

websterbank.com 

We are pleased to sponsor the Valley United Way Annual Meeting.
Every day, you help make our community a better place to live. We do our 
best to support you, your organization and the people you serve. We’re 
always proud to help our neighbors.

Webster Bank, N.A., Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.    Webster, Webster Bank, 
the Webster Bank logo, and the W symbol are trademarks of Webster Financial Corporation 
and registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. © 2023 Webster Financial Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 

Janice A. Sheehy, SVP Team Leader
Commercial Banking
375 Bridgeport Ave. Shelton, CT 06484
jsheehy@websterbank.com
203-922-3031 

800.761.2400 | mscu.net

VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION AT 
1000 BRIDGEPORT AVENUE, SHELTON, CT

AVAILABLE ON

The Fastest Way To 
Supercharge Any Business 
Buy Your Copy Today! 

SHELTON, CT  |  PALM COAST, FL  |  203 • 513 • 2222
P E R A LTA D E S I G N . C O M

BRAND  |   WEB  |  DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES

Your Trusted Local  
Marketing Agency Partners 

Our team provides the rocket fuel your business  
needs to grow through branding, web development 

and digital marketing strategies.

WE PROUDLY SUPPORT

Valley United Way
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78
Celebrating

Y E A R S  I N  B U S I N E S S !

Improving Life with Plastics!TM

88 Long Hill Cross Road, Shelton, Connecticut 06484 USA
Phone: (203) 333-3128  Email: sales@modernplastics.com

Website: www.modernplastics.com

 ISO 9001:2015 and ISO 13485:2016

Bing J. Carbone, President
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Neighborhood Pub 

“The Valley’s Best Kept Secret” 

328 Derby Ave Derby, CT 

(203) 308-2217 

Open Thurs – Sat 4 pm til close 
Sunday 3 pm til close 

 



 

- Benjamin Franklin

Gain control of your  
financial future with a 

Complete  
Retirement Plan 

“If You Fail to Plan, You Are Planning to Fail”

Scan Me!
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  333 BRIDGEPORT AVENUE, SHELTON 
Between exits 12 & 13 off Route 8 

www.curtissryan.com

NNEEWW  &&  UUSSEEDD  VVEEHHIICCLLEESS
    SSAALLEESS    ••    SSEERRVVIICCEE    

PPAARRTTSS
  BBOODDYY  SSHHOOPP  SSEERRVVIICCEE

CT’S First Established 
Honda Dealer 

April 1973

203-929-1484

Open all day Saturday for Service and Parts
M-Th 9am - 7pm • Fri 9am - 6pm • Sat 9am - 5pm

Curtiss Ryan*
Honda

®Proudly Celebrating 

50 Years 
of Selling Hondas


